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                                             MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCILMEETING  
CITY OF BEE CAVE 
August 13, 2013 

  
STATE OF TEXAS              § 
 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS        § 
 
Present: 
 
Caroline Murphy, Mayor 
Zelda Auslander, Council Member 
Steve Braasch, Mayor Pro Tem 
Michelle Bliss, Council Member 
Kara King, Council Member 
Paul Kline, Council Member 
 
City Staff: 
 
Frank Salvato, City Manager 
Travis Askey, Assistant City Manager 
Patty Akers, City Attorney 
Kaylynn Holloway, City Secretary 
Vincent Montez, Acting Police Chief 
Lindsey Withrow, Director of Community Services 
Katie Griffin, Director of Finance 
Giancarlo Patino, City Engineer 
Stephen Myrick, Building Official 
Barbara Hathaway, Library Director 
David Theriault, Systems Analyst  
 
Call to Order and Announce a Quorum is Present 
 
With a quorum present, the regular meeting of the Bee Cave City Council was called to order by 
Mayor Murphy at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 13, 2013 in the Council Chambers of the City of 
Bee Cave City Hall, 4000 Galleria Parkway, Bee Cave, Texas. 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Citizen Comments 
 
Christy Muse, 3300 Crosswind, spoke to the Council about receiving additional education on the 
Groundwater Conservation District issue.   Groundwater needs to be managed responsibly.  She 
suggested that Bee Cave host an educational workshop with Lakeway. 
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Carroll Killebrew, 5410 Great Divide, stated that he was not in favor of a new taxing authority 
being created and adding to our tax burden like a groundwater district.  
 
Steve Albert, 5308 Great Divide, stated that he cared about groundwater and asked the Council 
to take a leadership role in the regional issue. 
 
John Colman, 5201 Great Divide, spoke to the Council about marketing issues for the City.  He 
also spoke about the Field of Dreams land.  He asked the Council to urge the developers of this 
land to speak with the residents of the Homestead.  He also urged the Council to make any 
discussions on the Groundwater District public. 
 
Bill Goodwin, 13504 Byrd’s Nest Drive, stated that he would love to be part of a workshop on 
the Groundwater District because he felt that there is a lot of misinformation going around 
about what this could cost the citizens of Bee Cave.   He reminded the Council that their 
responsibility is to the citizens of Bee Cave not Travis County or the State of Texas. 
 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

A. Consider approval of minutes of the Special Session conducted on July 22, 2013. 
B. Consider approval of minutes of the Regular meeting conducted on July 23, 2013.  
C. Consider approval of minutes of the Special Session conducted on August 5, 2013. 
D. Consider approval of minutes of the Special Session conducted on August 6, 2013. 

 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Council Member Bliss, seconded by Council Member King, to 
approve consent agenda item D. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
  
The motion carried. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Council Member Bliss, seconded by Council Member King, to 
approve consent agenda items B and C. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Council Members Auslander, Bliss, King and Kline 
 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
 Abstain: Mayor Pro Tem Braasch  
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The motion carried. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Council Member Bliss, seconded by Council Member King, to 
approve consent agenda item A as amended. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Council Members Auslander, Bliss, King and Kline 
 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
 Abstain: Mayor Pro Tem Braasch 
  
The motion carried. 
 
 
First Public hearing regarding the intent of the City of Bee Cave to annex into the city limits 
approximately 108.353 acres of land which is generally situated north and south of highway 
71 just west of the current city limits of the City. 
 
Mayor Murphy called the public hearing to order at 6:25 p.m.   
 
There being no person wishing to give public testimony on this item, Mayor Murphy closed the 
public hearing at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 
Discuss and consider action on a contract with ATS for inspection services. 
 
Director of Community Services Lindsey Withrow presented this item.  ATS is used when the 
number of submittals or inspection requests exceeds our in-house capacity to maintain the 
level of service required.  This contract will lock in the rates and formalize our arrangement 
with ATS.   
 
The agreement will continue in effect until September 30, 2014. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Council Member King, seconded by Council Member 
Auslander, to approve the contract with ATS for inspection services. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
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Discuss and consider action on an engagement letter with Pattillo, Brown & Hill, L.L.P. for 
audit services for Fiscal Year 2012-2013. 
 
Director of Finance Katie Griffin presented this item. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, seconded by Council Member 
Auslander, to approve the letter agreement with Pattillo, Brown & Hill, L.L.P. for audit services 
for fiscal year 2012-13. 
 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  

 
 

Discuss and consider action regarding Ordinance No. 156 declaring the intent of the City of 
Bee Cave to annex into the city limits approximately 58.441 acres of land which is generally 
situated east and west of highway 620 just north of the current city limits of the City and 
across from Home Depot subdivision. 
 
Ms. Withrow presented this item. 
 
The City Council set the public hearing dates for Wednesday, September 18th and Tuesday, 
September 24th. 
 
Bill Goodwin asked a question regarding the service plan for the previous item relating to water 
services. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, seconded by Council Member King, 
to approve Ordinance No. 156 as presented.  
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
 

 
Discuss and consider action on relocation of the City’s dog park including a contract 
amendment with Jody Jarrett for landscape architectural design. 
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City Manager Frank Salvato stated that the Economic Development Board held a public hearing 
and then approved a project to fund acquisition of and relocation of a city dog park and the 
extension of hike and bike trails. 
 
The City Council discussed locating the dog park at the original proposed location (Site A) 
because of the cost savings.  They also discussed usage of the park. 
 
Holly Vatter, member of the Friends of the Dog Park, thanked the Council for building a new 
dog park. 
 
Mike Murphy, President of the Economic Development Board, asked if the Council was 
designing the park or the Board.  He also commented on the citizen survey that was completed 
in the past. 
 
City Attorney Patty Akers stated that the Board is authorized to spend EDC money for an 
improvement or for the property.  The EDC does not own the property but they can spend 
money for the improvement.  The City owns the land; the improvement is attached to the land, 
so the City owns the improvement.  The EDC can choose to maintain the property or if they 
choose not to maintain it then the City is obligated to do so. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Mayor Murphy, seconded by Council Member Auslander, to 
approve a contract amendment with Jarrett Landscape Architectural in the amount of $3,000 to 
design the dog park at Site A. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
 

 
Discussion on allowing the sale of fireworks in the city limits and extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Braasch stated that he asked for this item to be placed on the agenda because 
vendors have to order fireworks one year in advance.  If the City is not going to allow the sale in 
the City then the vendors need to be notified. 
 
Mrs. Akers stated that currently the City’s nuisance ordinance does not include fireworks so 
right now fireworks stands in the ETJ are not subject to the nuisance regulations.  With the 
annexation, the businesses are being brought into the city limits.  Some cities have, as part of 
their annexation process and in the annexation ordinance itself, grandfathered the sale of 
fireworks for a certain period of time to accommodate those firework stands that are currently 
in business. 
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Chester Davis, owner of American Fireworks, spoke to the Council about his business. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Mayor Murphy, seconded by Council Member Bliss, to direct 
the staff to modify the annexation ordinance to grandfather the existing fireworks vendor’s 
locations to continue for the next 10 years. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  
 

 
Discuss and consider action on amending the Personnel Policy to revise the tuition 
reimbursement policy. 
 
The City Council agreed that the policy should be amended so that an employee would only 
reimburse the City a pro rata share if they were to leave the City within 2 years and that the 
policy should be reviewed annually. 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, seconded by Council Member King, 
to amend the Personnel Policy to add the revised tuition reimbursement policy as amended. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Auslander, 
Bliss, King and Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: None  

 
Discussion on the City’s proposed budget for FY 2013-2014. 
 
The City Council discussed the proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  This item will be placed 
on the next agenda for final approval. 
 
Executive Session: 

 
The City Council closed the Open Session at 8:05 p.m. to convene in Executive Session in the 
Conference Room. 

At this point in the meeting, Mayor Murphy publicly announced that a closed, executive session 
would be held and identified the sections of the Open Meeting Law under which the meeting 
would be held. 

Executive session in accordance with the Texas Government Code, Section 551.072 – 
Deliberation regarding Real Property; and Section 551.071 – Consultation with Attorney in 
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which the Attorney has a duty to the City under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct that clearly conflicts with the provisions of the Open Meetings Law.  

A. Consultation with Attorney regarding City’s authority under the Spillman Development 
Agreement and possible litigation associated with development of property subject to 
the Spillman agreement. 

B. Consultation with Attorney regarding Groundwater District litigation with Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality. 

C. Discussion regarding possible acquisition of land for municipal purposes. 
D. Consultation with Attorney regarding effect of previous litigation on development of 

property located near the northwest corner of Highway 71 West and RR 620 South 
known as Bee Cave Crossing. 
 
 

Council Member Auslander left the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 
 
The City Council closed the Executive Session at 9:59 p.m. and reconvened in Regular Session in 
the Council Chambers.   
 
No action was taken on the above items. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION:   A motion was made by Council Member Bliss, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, 
to adjourn. 
 
The vote was taken on the motion with the following result: 
 

Voting Aye: Mayor Murphy, Mayor Pro Tem Braasch, Council Members Bliss, King and 
Kline 

 Voting Nay: None 
 Absent: Council Member Auslander 
  
The motion carried. 
 
The City Council adjourned the meeting at 9:59 p.m. 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS _____ DAY OF __________________, 2013. 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Caroline Murphy, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Kaylynn Holloway, City Secretary 


